Introduction
Eric Cohen (1979) coined the term "existential tourism" to describe tourists who traveled in search of a personal or spiritual "center" that is located beyond their immediate place of residence. For some, their destinations are places that have been adopted because they have played a significant role in the traveler"s personal life experience. For others, these are places of family genealogy and racial heritage. For both of these groups, they are places that have played a formative role in the development of the traveler"s self identity (Lew and Wong 2003) .
There are many examples of cultural and ethnic-base existential tourism, especially among "hyphenated" or "third space" (Bhabha 1990 (Bhabha , 1994 citizens of the world. In the U.S., Irish-Americans travel to family surname reunions in Ireland, Black-Americans visiting the slave origin countries of West Africa, and many Mexican-Americans maintain close ties to their home communities in Mexico (Teye 1999; Rice 2001 , O"Mara 2002 . Kotkin (1993) saw this phenomenon as the formation of "global tribes", which he described as being (1) geographically dispersed culture groups that (2) have a strong sense of common origin and (3) maintain ancestral homeland relationships through a network of business and cultural ties. He identified the five most significant global tribes today as the Jews, the Japanese, Asian Indians, the English-speaking nations, and the Chinese. These tribes tend to creating networks based on ethnicity, which provide social capital for group members (Portes 1994 ) and "extends the group"s identity spatially" (Mitchell 2000: 392) .
The emerging borderless global economy of the late 20 th century has both allowed for an increase in international migration and strengthened the ability of migrants to foster and maintain transnational relationships (Ohmae 2000) . Ethnic Chinese who reside outside of China are well situated both in terms of wealth and social institutions to benefit from the new global economic order (Lew 1995) . No other major world culture has had the long and continuous history of genealogical record keeping that China has -in many cases extending from the smallest rural village back several thousand years (Lew and Wong 2002) .
And few other cultures have developed the range of both governmental and non-governmental organizations, both inside China and outside of China, to support the maintenance of diasporic relationships as have the Chinese (Lim 2000) . Clan surname-based, dialect-based and regional-based voluntary organizations, for example, have been common in Chinatowns throughout the world since the earliest migrations from China; while in the People" Republic of China, provincial and county level Overseas
Chinese Affairs Offices were established immediately after the PRC"s founding in October 1949 (Huang, R. 2000; ) .
This study was undertaken to better understand how the relationship between overseas ethnic Chinese and
China is structured and understood, especially among those in mainland China. The two counties chose for this study are both located on the coast of Guangdong Province, to the west of Hong Kong. Zhongshan lies to the north of Macau, adjacent to the Zhuhai Special Economic Zone, while
Taishan is due west of Macau (Lew 2002) . These two counties were among the largest source areas for
Chinese migrants to the Americas in the mid to late 1800s. Other areas of Guangdong Province and neighboring Fujian Province were also significant migration sources for the Chinese diaspora (Lew 1995) , and Overseas Chinese Affairs Offices tend to be more common and more active in these areas than in other parts of China. The following summary of overseas Chinese activities in Taishan County is illustrative of similar experiences in other major migration sources areas of southern China. (The term "compatriots" is used on China"s mainland to refer to Chinese residing in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan. For the purposes of this research, compatriots are included in the definition of "overseas Chinese.")
Taishan County: an example
The Taishan Overseas Chinese Affair Office was formed in October 1949 to perform two tasks. The first was to implement policies passed by the Communist Party of China (CPC) related to overseas Chinese.
These included the "Protect Overseas Chinese Property" policy, the "Favored Treatment to Overseas
Chinese and Compatriots for Investment in National Companies" policy, and the "Policy on Establishing Schools and Educational Institutions by Overseas Chinese" (Huang, R. 2000) . All of these policies and regulations were passed in the 1950s. The second major task of the local Overseas Chinese Affairs Office was to strengthen relationships with overseas and compatriots Chinese. Overseas Chinese Affairs Offices in southern China today continue to undertake these two tasks (Douw 2000) . For example, they assist overseas 
Methodology
The methodology used in this study consisted of a content analysis of three similar publications produced by
Overseas Chinese Affairs Offices in Guangdong Province. The objectives were (1) to identify the activities and interests of overseas Chinese as they relate to their home areas in China and (2) to explore the relationship between existential tourism and the concept of a global Chinese tribe. Because the sources of the data were government agencies, the analysis presents a somewhat narrowly defined "official" view of these activities and relationships. The information resulting form such a content analysis would help in understanding how local and regional Chinese governmental agencies define and structure the relationship between China and its migrant populations so as to best benefit the homeland. This can provide further insight into the global dimensions of the Chinese diaspora, the global tribe phenomenon, and the range of opportunities and challenges for other migrant populations throughout the world. And last, but not least, the study aims to explicate the significant role of tourism in diasporic and migrant relationships with their existential homelands.
The three magazine that were analyzed, all of which were published entirely in Chinese, included:
(1) Taishan Xinning -published by the Taishan Each separate item within these magazines was categorized and summarized. This included articles, photographs, other graphics, announcements and advertisements. The length of text items and the size of non-text items were also coded, though this aspect was not assessed in the results presented here.
Categories were derived from a preliminary review of the contents by the authors and a research assistant.
All of the coding was done by a single research assistant and only one refinement was made as a result of the coding the first magazine.
There were a total of 243 separate magazine items that were coded in one or more categories. The most basic category was the item type (Table 1) . Over 70% of the items consisted of stories and articles. Since these were all government publications, there were only two commercial advertisements among all of the categorized items. A second way that the items were viewed was in terms of their topical function within the overall structure of the magazine, such as domestic and overseas news items, fiction and nonfiction stories, and announcements. Some of the articles provided basic characteristics of visitors and visitor groups, which were extracted in the analysis. A good number of the articles and photos also covered visits by overseas Chinese to their ancestral villages. Finally, items were categorized into one or more "themes."
These themes covered the range of general and specific subjects that expressed the interests and activities of overseas ethnic Chinese and Overseas Chinese Affairs Offices:
Societal Development, consisting of articles in which overseas Chinese contributed to: educationrelated accomplishments, especially the building of new schools; improvements in medical care and medical facilities; the building of recreation facilities; and other forms of building and construction, including public buildings, residential buildings and transportation (roads and bridges). 
Overseas Visitor Characteristics
Some of the articles discussed visits by specific individuals (14 total) and groups of visitors (10 groups).
Most of the groups were informal travel parties consisting of friends and family members. Two formal groups that were listed were the Hong Kong Taishan Commercial Association and the Hong Kong Rescue Association. When the gender of the visitor was indicated, they were overwhelmingly male (35 total) rather than female (8 total). The country of residence was indicated for many of these individuals, with the US and Hong Kong clearly dominating, followed by Canada and Macau (Table 2) . Clearly for the relatives and descendants of Taishan County and Zhongshan County opted primarily for North America and the former European colonies of the Pearl River Delta. Guangzhou, the capital of Guangdong Province had historically served as China"s gateway to the rest of the world, so there has been a longer tradition in this area of southernmost coastal China in associating with foreigners. Following the establishment of Hong Kong as a British colony in 1842, as a result of the first Opium War, it quickly came to serve as a source of coolie labor throughout the Pacific Rim. Extended familial and home village relations, however, played a big part in who was going where. The Taishan and Zhongshan people went to primarily to North America, though many also went to Latin America and a few to Europe and the Pacific. Until the 1950s the largest group of the ethnic Chinese residing in the US originated from Taishan County and spoke the distinct Taishan dialect of Chinese (Wong 1997) . Southeast Asia, where the majority of the world"s overseas Chinese reside, was the main destination for migrants from Fujian Province, which lies on the coast to the north of Guangdong Province and across from Taiwan (Lew 1995) . Table 2 is the number of stories about overseas Chinese visitors that referred to their "Love of China" as motivating their travel. This was a fairly common phrase that appeared in many of the articles about visitors to China. Showing overseas Chinese expressing an existential "love" for their home village was a direct way of encouraging magazine readers to also visit, and contribute to help improve the welfare of their home village. 
Also shown in

-----
Functional Topics
General functional topics are the major ways that items are organized in magazines, as often reflected in their Table of Contents (Table 3 ). The two topics that were most discussed were local news items and news of donations by overseas Chinese. Local news items help to strengthen the relationship to the home village area by making the overseas reader familiar with changes taking place there. The stories of donations refer to those that are made above and beyond remittances to relatives in China. Such remittances have a long tradition in this region, but were not discussed in the magazines.
----- * some items were covered in more than one topic -----Chinese history and culture articles, the third major category, also serve to strengthen the Chinese and local identities of the overseas readers, many of whom may not be exposed to Chinese culture on a regular basis.
News of visits to China comprised only 9% of the items in the magazines. The number of visits covered were only a sampling of the total overseas Chinese visitors that Taishan and Zhongshan Counties receive, and the magazines cannot be used to estimate the total visitation rate to these areas. Using data from the 1980s, Lew (1995) estimated that 15% of China"s total international arrivals (excluding Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau compatriots) were overseas ethnic Chinese, though they comprised only about 0.6% of the world"s population. In rural areas of Guangdong and Fujian Provinces, the proportion is closer to 100%, as these are not destinations for non-Chinese visitors to China.
Possibly more than anything else, the counties and townships of China would like to encourage overseas Chinese to investment in industries and other economic development projects (Huang, C. 2000) . News of such investments, however, only comprised 5% of the total items in the magazines. Items covering international trips by local officials to encourage such investments (along with tourism) were even less, at about 3%. While not evident in the magazines, Zhongshan has benefited more from overseas (and especially compatriot) economic investments due to its being geographically closer to Hong Kong and Macau. Zhongshan also benefits from tourism related to its being the home of the founder of the Republic of China, Dr. Sun Yat Sen, who is honored by both the CPC and the Kuomintang Party in Taiwan for overthrowing the Qing Dynasty in 1912.
Content Themes
A more detailed, yet also more interpretative, categorization of the magazine items examined them from the perspective of the major themes of interest for readers, as described above. Table 4 shows the results of this analysis. Many of the articles appeared in more than one theme context, such as a biography of an overseas
Chinese who was an active contributor to the schools in his or her village area.
About a third of the items dealt with social development themes, with education being the most common of these. Only biographies of overseas Chinese comprised a larger number of items than did education-related items. From a thematic viewpoint, education items included donations by overseas Chinese, academic accomplishments and student awards, alumni gatherings, and school construction projects (both government and donation funded). A similar range of functional topics related to most of the other social development theme items, especially the recreation, transportation and medical categories. The medical category was lower than anticipated, given that the contributions of overseas Chinese to this area was emphasized in other material published by the Taishan County government (Huang, R. 2000) . A sample of the titles that articles with the social development theme encompassed included:
Overseas Chinese and Tai Shan people donate to build San She Primary School Yu Clan donate for education again Examination results of Dajiang Middle School Famous professional educator visits Wu Shi Chang Memorial Primary School Xin Chang Home of Respect for the Aged opened Golf practice field in Xiao Lan town Wu Xi Xun couple donated for the Dajiang Garden Charitable activities by Hong Kong Taishan Commercial Association Three buildings in Wu Guang Village finished
----- * some items were covered in more than one topic -----China has had a long history of placing value on education, with a civil service examination system dating back over a thousand years. The traditional Chinese saying that "education is above all else in life" is certainly evident in the priorities of overseas Chinese philanthropic behavior toward their home villages.
----- Figure 1 -Preschool and kindergarten built by overseas Chinese funds in Zhongshan County, China.
Source: Alan A. Lew -----Biographies comprised the second largest thematic item (26%), almost all of which were about overseas Chinese, including stories of root finding trips to China. These articles served several roles, including (1) providing recognition from the ancestral homeland for overseas Chinese who have made major contributions back in China or (2) have been highly successful abroad, and (3) demonstrating ways that others can contribute to enhancing the welfare of their ancestral home areas. Also included among the root finding items were announcements placed by individuals who were searching from relatives with whom they had lost contact over the years. Examples of the biographical and root finding article titles included:
Famous piano teacher Lee visits hometown and holds seminar Director of a city water department Leader of many overseas Chinese organizations in Toronto, keen on charity
Miss California
The first ethnic Chinese in space on US space shuttle
Kung Fu Master, Zhang Cun-Lao Cai Nuan-Qiu visited hometown and worshiped ancestors
The following is typical of announcements for lost relatives, and demonstrates some of special problems that Chinese face in this situation, such as the tradition of using different names at different stages of life and the use of the Chinese lunar calendar for birth dates and holidays. At the same time, the detailed information on names and major life events is also characteristic of Chinese cultural affinities toward genealogical knowledge.
Huang Qin-Yei is looking for his brother Huang Ma-Ming who he has not seen in 50 years. Huang xxxxx; E-mail: xxxxx.
The three remaining thematic categories had roughly the same number of items each. The history, culture and society category is discussed first as it more closely related to the biographies theme, above, than are the other two. Two-thirds of these items dealt with the history and culture of overseas Chinese, with the remainder being split between stories related to the local home areas and those related to China in general.
Many of the China articles were travelogues, such as "A Visit to Hangzhou City," while the cultural articles often dealt with poetry, including one on "New Hakka Songs." Examples of overseas Chinese culture articles included:
Patriotism of Zhongshan Overseas Chinese in San Francisco
Roots in Guangdong, links with the world -The First Conference of Guangdong Overseas Chinese Overseas Chinese Youth Association in Vietnam
News of local government activities formed another major theme among the items in these magazines for overseas ethnic Chinese readers. Most of these told of how local governments are working to build new roads, bridges and other infrastructure projects, as well as their involvement in economic development activities, such as the construction of industrial parks and the signing of joint venture agreements between government bodies and foreign business interests. Legal affairs dealt primarily with the issue of property rights for overseas Chinese, with which Overseas Chinese Affairs Offices are sometimes involved.
Overseas Chinese Affairs Offices also organized other activities, including trips abroad to promote tourism and investments. The article "Reaching Out to Overseas Chinese" (in Taishan The travel party also visited some factories and companies, but mostly they went to tourism sites to study their facilities, management, operations and promotion. The article reported that the overseas Chinese they met responded with a strong desire to visit their hometowns in China and an interest in supporting the Taishan area through joint ventures. A leading Chinese businessmen in Malaysia promised to organize an investment trips to China in the near future.
Since the 1990s some overseas Chinese have been moving back to China. Some are retiring there, others own second homes, and many have started businesses. Local officials are keen to encourage business investments (Huang, C. 2000; Lew and Wong 2002) , and a good number of items in the magazines covered stories of overseas Chinese involvement in local economic ventures. Food-related industries, primarily food processing, was the leading area of investment, reflecting the largely rural nature of Taishan and Zhongshan counties. This was followed by transportation investments, which were mostly bus and related transport companies, and some road construction company investments.
Reflections and Conclusions
The two most significant concepts defining Kotkin"s international "global tribes" (1993) were a strong sense of common origin and the building of networks of business and cultural ties based upon those common origins. The study discussed here found that for coastal Guangdong Province, China, those networks were strongly tied to North America (the US and Canada) and Hong Kong and Macau.
A good proportion of the magazines assessed here were devoted to strengthening a sense of common origin with their readers. This was especially seen in the biographies of overseas Chinese (56 items) and items related to overseas Chinese society and culture (24 items), the latter of which often discussed gatherings of overseas Chinese in a particular county. Most of the items in the magazines, however, were focused on the building of social and economic networks. These included articles on county and township news (69 items The ultimate purpose of the China"s county and township-based publications for overseas ethnic Chinese is to build upon existing networks of ethnicity (Mitchell 2000) that will better the economic lot of the homeland. Figure 3 shows the process by which ethnic networks are constructed, as demonstrated by the content topics of the magazine reviewed in this study (cf. Table 3 ). The basic stage upon which such networks are built is the sense of common origin. This is something that cannot be taken for granted and most of the effort, in terms of the number of items, was placed on creating and maintaining this base.
The next step is to create a social network that builds upon the established common origin. For overseas Chinese, the social ties to the home village areas are made tangible through the acts of donating money and through tourism. Tourism, therefore, is one of the two major ways that overseas Chinese turn their existential impulse into action. Tourism becomes an enabling device for creating a full sense of individual identity. For some, especially those who have not maintained close relationships to their ancestral areas, tourism would be an initial "safe" step, which might be followed by monetary donations. Alternatively, a history of donations can lay the basis for a very rewarding trip to see the benefits of one"s actions. Schools, in particular, pay special respect to their benefactors by celebrating their visits.
----- Although most of these are in Chinese, especially the government-based websites, they can be translated into many other languages using translation websites (e.g., AltaVista Bable Fish; http://world.altavista.com/; accessed 9 June 2002).
While some generalization can be made from the data presented here, differences are known to exist among ethnic Chinese from different parts of China, from different overseas countries, and within overseas communities themselves (Chang 1995; Wong 1997; Chan 1999 These generational, gender and economic divides are likely to increase with time and as overseas ethnic
Chinese communities become larger and more complex. They are unlikely to dissipate, however, as globalization trends towards transnational communities, multinational neighborhoods and social capital building networks replicate in new ways the pioneering structures that overseas Chinese networks of ethnicity were built upon. Many have argued that these traditional support structures have given the extended Chinese family a distinct advantage in the global marketplace, by providing more flexible means of capital formation and production (Mitchell 1995; Redding 1990; Seagrave 1995; Weidenbaum and Hughes 1996) . The new global economy, despite its Asian hiccup in 1997, is more likely to support the expansion of overseas Chinese existential travel than to interfere with it.
